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Life Sketch of Simeon Franklin Allen

Compiled by his son, Alvin Allen, 1951

Michigan, then a small farming district,

father, Ira Allen,

Hyrum, Utsh. Frank's mother, Calista Bas
Allen, was born 22 May 1812 al
necticut, died elc., (see page 66 History of I

for descendants of Tra Allen p. 65 to 175.)

joined

, B 15 June 1846, Ira; his wife, and

SIMECN FRANKLIN ALLEN were driven by mobs
with other Church members and journeved westward through lowa.

Allen pp. 16-32).

Ira's family remained at Winter Quarters on the Missouri River for three
Different immigrant comp-
go. Those who remained cared for the gardens and i

and a half years along with many other Saints.
anies would come and
farm corps.

Ira's family left for Utah
City 30 Octcber 1850.
were: lra 36, Calista
Joseph, born in lowa,
town then a liitle over.
and Andrew herded cows and did other
family. (To learn of what happened in-
arrived, read History of Jra Allen p. 30),

38, Andrew 14, Frank 1134, Elizabeth 774,

4. During the three-week stay in
odd jobs o

In November 1850 Brigham Young called Tra's family, along with ofhers

Ira was: mﬂmﬁﬂwm& as the
Springville an also acted on the
helped their father in

to go south 55 miles and help build Springville.
first Sunday School superintendent at i
town board. Frank:and Andrew, ages 13 and 13,
the canyon get out logs for a house and for wood for the fireplace. Durin

the winter the children attended school in a log hotise where they studied}:

reading, writing, spelling, and. some arithmetic. -

The Indians wers le-: ,
Frank remembered how Ardrew and. their. father took turns standing guar

on the outskirts of town when Indidns were apt

enlisted to help fight the Indiang, at Springville and southward. .

Simeon Franklin Allen, generally called
Frank, was bom 3 April 1839 at Litchiield,
His ©
was bom 27 April 1814 at:
Thompson {(now Putnam} Windham County, :
Conneciicntt, and died 21 Docember 1900 at;

Ashford, Con:
Allen and for Ira's forefathers p. Vi, Vi, Viii;

Frank was six vears old when his father#
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latier-davi-
Sainls, 9 February 1845, About five monthst.
later the family moved to Nauvoo, Nlinois, iof
be with the body of the Church. A year later,
four children:
Andrew A., Frank, Flizabeth, and Emily, were#
from Nauvoo alongi:
{(For g
an account of the exiled Saints from Nauvoo to Utah, read History of Iray

the summer of 1850 and arrived at Salt Lake 1
Bges of the family members when reaching Utahi:

Emily 6.5
Salt Lake City, a
three years old, Ira repaired-his two wagons: Frank
-get provisicns for the
Salt Lake City before Ira's family

hostile. at times’ and the families were frightened

] ars W 10 try to-drive-off the horses
oxen, of COWS. [n 1953 the Indian Walker War broke out-and their fathe

When Frank was 1314 years old his father entered i

. . 4 into pok , 1

Hwamm@ marring Keziah Benson Judy, the widow of Clark ?Q%.o Mummwwmm,mmm
eziah had a young son named Williarm, called Bill.

In 1852 Ira's two families and about 100 other families were calle

. _HWH.MWWB Young wo. go some 200 miles south to retndarce Cedar City éﬂmww
ndians were causing trouble. Those families took fumiture, clothing, food

-and grain for planting. On the journey southward the children Qmﬁrmamn_.
wool from sagebrush which had beeri left by sheep herds. This wool was

Mwwwmm. carded into rolls, and spun into varn from which stockings were

The firat winter at Cedar City the family li i
v lived. in a tent, some slept i
wagons. The next year a log house was built. During their stay o.mM mWo%
: mman years, Frank, Andrew, Elizabeth and Emily helped in the garden
MWﬁU%WQﬁwM EMMHE %ﬂ% rﬂwnwm& cows and sheep near the home. The cows
and the sheep supplied waol for all the clothi . i
and woolen blankets and bats for quilis. el the clothing of the faraily

On August 25, 1856 Ir . N -
- sistor of his second wife. a married a third wife, Cynithia Elizabeth Benson,

. At Cedar City the iollowing children were b

' At , orn to the d wi

quwmwr.z Qmﬂw.mﬂmm.w OmwanmeUmnmEWmH 1853, Albert Jay 28 Pﬁzwmmuowomm mﬁwﬂ
ay , David Benson 20 Feb 1859. i |

born: Cynthia Angelia 17 June 1858, ey o the third wile was

Frank's brother, Andrew, married Sarah Ann C i

. & bro s s g twr

and MBE.W mrmpﬂmw. Elizabeth, married Thomas émmmnm faht 14 June 1657,
. was hard to make a good living at Cedar City ow.im t 1
.water and poor land. The drinking water from the Eocamnwd qumn@m.ﬁnmﬁmz%mm
. muddy and had to be settled before using.

IN SEARCH OF A NEW HOME

Frank heard his father and Alva Benson and Th illi

, omas Will
.....mUoE m.mEmEmEm being made north of Salt Lake O.HQE%TQM Hﬁwﬁmnﬁwﬂ
sz.d.ﬁmpb streams flowed into the fertile valleys, and the summers were
Hmwmw.po. Qo%. WM_WMW o%ﬁmmmwmw& with %gmw, wives and children about leaving
Ced ‘ n County, for nort Utah, ilj i
o oy In Jron Lounty, fo WoEm.mE tah, part of the families to remain

On 10 March 1880 Ira Allen with his wife, C i i

n . , Cynthia, their baby, Cynthi

b%ﬂmrm. %ﬂ&ms LP Allen; m:_Nme? Allen Williams and rma<WﬁMN~@mﬁ%

ﬁmﬁm.m s.%rmgm.. Bill Tudy; H.Hw s stepson; Alva Benson, Ira's H&rmib,ywsﬂ_

oy .“_wmam. mp meMm ﬁmmﬁygow.oﬁ WHmhmo? left Cedar City for Cache <m:m<”
(o] ] i

e Aion o 5, %%vm.u e at Hyrum., (For setilement of Hyrum see Hist-

Ira Allen and Bill fudy returned to Cedar City in the fa
: il
%o_d.wmﬁ the Mm_mﬁ o.m the family to Hyrum. They Smﬁo,ﬂw‘ Ira’s other %wouwmwmw
alista and Keziah, Frank, Joseph S, Emlly Louise, George C., Albert Jay,
mwu and David B, They left Cedar City in the early spring n_u* 1861 OL
mmmd EMMMMEE they .moEa a log house waiiing which had been erected
.WE M.h o ew, wum. mE Judy the previcus fall, and stood on the south side
iy %M._M “.WMM mm.uﬂm%mw MWM,M %w.hm mewﬁmmﬁ.m and doctors offices now stand
952). e fo i i
Hyrum and was a ward teacher for mmﬁwmﬁ& MMMWW Hoool mﬂumnnﬁmu&ma *

il




A year had passed and Frank was 23 years old and had not found a

mate. One day in the summer of 1882 the nsighbors next door west moved-
out of their house. Hans Johnson’s family who had lived at South Weber,
eight miles south of Qgden, were now in Hyrum and moved into this.
vacant house. Boletta, a 1714-yearcld daughier of the Jchnson's, and’

Frank caught each other's fancy. Frank thought that she was the girl he;
had been waiting for. They were seen chatting together ofien. In fact, she;
offered her services to help nurse Frank's mother Calista, the last six months:
before his mother died. Their affection for each other grew during this time.;

The courlship lasied a vear and a half and they married 5 December 186
in the Endowment House at Salt Lake City.

For one vear they lived with Fank's lolks during the daytime and ati

night slept in a covered wagon box. Other members of the family als
slept in wagon boxs or tenis.

was built on a lot one block south of his father's home on the south side
of the street. Andrew buili one on the north side of the sirest the same
year, , .

Prank's wife, in relating early married experiences, said "The second;:
year of our married life we lived in a one-room log house with a dirt root.t
This room was not lacking in furnishings. It contained a wheat bin, bench,?
flour bin, bed and a cradle for our first child. The flocr was bare and theg

rafters formed the ceiling. Two vears later a granary was built and the

wheat bin was removed from the house. A lew years later we had a home-;
made cupboard with 8-inch-wide shelves at the top for dishes and towels;i
and 16-4nch shelves at the bottom for cooking utensils, meat, flour, and;

bread. We also had a homemade rocking chair, table, wooden buckets,

butter paddles, a barrel, churn, bowls, tub, benches; hand-woven rugs, soap;

made from grease and lye, and bootjack and mudscrapers for outside..

The following children were born in that log house: Heber Simeon!
26 December 1864, George Wilford 24 April 1867, Reuben Franklin 18
October 1869, Alvin 7 March 1872, Ida Vilate 4 October 1874 in the un
finished frame house. N Co- :

During the years 1873-4-5 timber for a large frame. house was obtained: .

from Blacksmith Fork Canyon east of Hyrum, and the house was completer
in 1775. The following children: were born in this frame house; Luella Jan

In 1864 Prank got out logs from the canyons:
east of Paradise, using an ox team for hauling them. A oneroom house;

Bertha I 18 September 1892 at Cardston, Canada.
Zina Alberta b 12 August 1894 ai Cardston, Canada.
Maud b 17 September 1897 at Hyrum, Ulah. -

Nellie b 17 Aprii 1900 at Hyrum, Utsh.

For m.mBEﬂ groups of this second marriage and descendants, see pp 104-108
of History of Ira Allen.)

Frank followed farming mainly from 1861 to 1879, other work was in the
canyon where he obtained all of the wood for fuel used in the kitchen
. stoves and heaters. He alsc chooped down gareen logs and had lumber

i sawed. His first farm was in the field about two miles northwest of his

woﬁm where he worked 25 acres of land. This was considered a large farm
in %OMm early days when at first all the grain was cut by hand with a
cradle,
- .F gpeaking of cuiting grain on this farm, Boletia, Frank's wile, said,
?ﬁ\ husband had land two miles from home where he raised wheat which
had to be cut with a cradle. He and the hired man had to camp right down
3 there during harvest time. They would start cutting the wheat as soon as
* they could see in the morning. After a couple of hours of work they
- stopped for breakfast and then cut again until about 11 o'clock. They
rested during the heat of the day, from 11 to 3 o'clock, and then cut as long
as they could see in the evening. Every day while they harvested, I
- cooked enough food for the two men for three meals and carried it down
- ﬁm Mﬂmur :H made that long walk to the field besides doing my regular work
at home,

” Frank was a good provider. Most of the city lot was planted to garden
- stuff — potatoes, comn, peas, radishes, turnips, letiuce, cucumbers, summer
.,E&. winter squash and beans, pumpkins, watermelons; also some fruit
. trees — Daars, plumbs, apples, cling-stone peaches, and some small fruit —
“rod mmurm.w currants, the black (bedbug} currants, raspberries, blackberries,
g mnmév.mubmm. Some of the winter squash was baked and some cut in strips
and dried for winter use and the cows received the rest. The pumpkins
“went into pumpkin butter and pies. :
3 m_mmww always kept from one to four cows which furnished the family
-all the milk and butter they could use and some to sell. One or two pigs
furnished the winter meat and cooking lard.

15 July 1876, Lovina Amela. 12 July 1879, Jennie May. 15 November 1887 . Most of a three-acre piece of land in the northwest part of lown was

(For descendants of this first marriage see History of Ira Allen pp. 78-103).
Frank married a second wife, Rebecca Osborn, 21 November 187
Frank's two wives shared the same new house, the second wile occupyin

the east two rooms for a lew ysars, Then a frame house was erected forf

Rebecca one-half block east,
second marriage: - .

Ira Jefferson b 3 2@403&3 w.m.wm.mﬁ.mﬁ.ﬁﬂ.. Uiah.

Alma David b 9 August 1881 in Arizona, -
Spencer.F. b. 27 December'1883 at Hyrum, Utah.
Eva Marretta b 11:Febryary 1886 at Hyrum, Utah.
Calista b-23 December 1890 at-Cardstor, Canada.

The following children were bern io thisk !
g TR S . " i later on the outskirts of town if Indians were apt to molest cattle or residents,

5

#(See picture in History of Ira Allen p. 49; also read “Farm Implements”

Ida Elizabeth b 23 March 1879 at Hyrum, Uteh. -~~~ = £

mﬁymﬁﬂmm to sugar cane each year and the two families had all the molasses
#made from this cane that they could use.

: Molasses was used in place of
ugar for many vears and the children often said, "Ma, give me some bread
“and butter covered with malasses.”

3 Frank was one of the "minute men" and stood quard in the Fort and

‘p. 46-50.)
In the late '70's Frank,rented a farm in College Ward where grain was

fcut with & selfrake at first, and later by a harvester. In the '80's he took

_ .W.oﬁ sons sons -— Heber, Wiliord, Reuben, and Alvin — did most of the
#plowing, harrowing, mowing and hauling of the lucerne and cutting of the

p 160 acres of government land southeast of Hyrum in the foothills. His




 Simeon Franklin Allen made a living by farming at first, kept cows and |,
tended gardens so the families would have a variety of foed for summer
and winter use. In the fall of 1880 he contracted the building of railrcad :
grades in Arizona, and his wile, Rebecca, with two small children went to ¢
cock for thé workmen. He had railroaded in Montana twa or three years |
in the late '70's.. S

A very sad and trying incident happened when the company reached :
southern Utah. The two children contracted diptheria and Ira, age 4, died £
18 December 1880 and was buried at Draper, Uiah. Rebecca and her sick §
child Ada, was sent back to Logan by railroad train where the child could ;-
be under a doctor's care. Medical aid did not avail and Ada, age 1 veary:
10 months, died at Logan 2 January 1881, Ira Allen, Frank's father, tock the &/
child to Hyrum for burial. ]

Although bereaved and lonely, Rebecca took the train back to the end ¢
of the railroad and continued with the company into the wilds of Arizona. &
During their sojourn in Arizona, the third child was born to Rebecca 9
August 1881 and was named Alma David, Frank's company returned io§
Hyrum in the late fall. Ly

During. the winter of 1881-2 Frank and his brother, Jeseph 5. Allen, &
formed a partnership in the marcantils business, known as Allen Brothers. §
Joseph managed the store and Frank tock men and teams to Montana to &
build railroad grades. The first wife, Boleifa, went as cock this year an
tock her two small children, Luella and Loving, and left her sons, Beuben §,
and Alvin, with Rebecca. Boleita’s older sons, Heber and Wilford, wentf,
as railroad hands. C .

Late in the fall each year Frank and his company would return io¥
Hyrum and when spring came go again to Montana: - This continued untit &
the fall of 1887 when Frank sold out i Montfana. - Then he and his wife, &
Rebecca, with her thres children, Alma, Spencer; and Eva, and Boleita's &~
sons, Heber and Reuben, went to Canada and located at Cardston. s

At Mountaln View near Cardston Frank homesteaded land and kepti
some cows. Feed was plentiful on the open prairies, .Rebecca made alif
the butter needed for their own usé and considerable for sale to neighbors. i
During some winters the haystacks were nearly covered with snowdrifts. £
A hired man assisted with hay harvesting and did the chores when Frank &
went to Utah to see about store needs and the family at Hyrum. Frank did{
considerable wark at the Logan. Temple during winter months.

In the fall of 1895 Rebecca and her family returnéd fo Hyrum, riding
in a buggy and covered wagon; the. trip covering threo weeks. They weret
pleased fo again mest their relatives. " The polygamy . raid had now nearly ¢
subsided and Frank:was not molested. = =" - 7 ' :

The following children vreré born te Rebecca at Cardston: Calista 235
February 1890, Bertha 18 September 1892, Zina Alberta 12 Augusi 1894.¢
Four children, born &t Hyrum, wert: Spencer Franklin 27 December 1883, ¢
Eva 11 February 1886, Maud 17 September: 1897, Nellie 17 April 1900. :

Rebecca worked in‘the Primary and Relief Society several years. She-
was always on hand and willing:io assist her neighbarg in case of sicknessa. &

Rebecea's husband-was thrown {rom a horse 16 May 1901 and died
a few hours later ;withouf 'regainity - donsciousness. Her sons, kﬁgwm ,

4

and Spencer, then had to assume responsibility.  Alma was marrled in
October 1902 and Eva married in 1907, Spencer lefi December 1906 for a
mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. While Spencer
was away his mother filed on a piece of land for him which joined Alma’'s
U.oEmm#mwQ so that both sons could have farms. The mother became ill and
died 7 July 1908. Spencer was released and returned home in July 1908 to
help care for his four sisters. He was married 8 October 1908,

~ After the children were all married and when they visited together
they often spoke of the example their father and mother had set. They
mmﬂmgucmam& how faithful the parents had been in attending to church
duties, how family prayers were held and the Word of Wisdom tanght in
the home, not just by precept but by example. So far as they knew their

.. father had never touched tea, coffee, Hquor nor tobacco and their mother
" had likewizse abstained from these things.

_abs They observed that he had
been honest in his dealings. This is a challende to us, thelr descendants,

. to appreciate and emulate the noble and uplifting heritage which is ours.




Simeon Franklin Allen, b. 3 April 1839, at Litchfield, zwn_p....m. 16 May wmg..
Hyrum, Utah, m. 24 Nov. 1875.

Rebecea Osbomm, h. 14 Sept. 1857, East ém&mﬂ dﬁw. d. 7 Tuly 1908, Hyrum,
Utah, buried at Hyrum, Utah. : CE

® N @

e

SIMEON FRANKLIN ALLEN AND HIS DESCENDANTS
Ind Marriage

Mr. and Mrs. 8. . Allen

Children:

ra Jofforson, b. 3 Nov. 1876, Hyrum, Utah, d. 28 Dec. 1880 atj.
Draper, Utah, :

Ada Plzabeth, b. 23 March 1879, Eﬁdg dﬁ&._ d. -2 Jan. HmmH
Logan, Uiah, buried at Hyrum, d_a&

Alma David, b. 9 .%.Eu HmmH m_r Hommww bﬂnoww m. m%w Ione
Unsworth. .

Spencer: Franklin, k. m.w Umo Hmmm mﬁ;ﬁ dﬁw ., mwamr G.k

Darley.

Eva gwum.aw. b. 11 m.m_u ”_mmm mﬁdﬁ_ d,a& m; .EBw ﬂmﬁmﬁmms
Calista, b.23 Dec. Hmwo mm Ow&ﬂoﬁ. OwwmmP m. Edwin Qw%mon_
Bertha, b. 18 mm@ﬁ Hmmm at Oﬂ&mﬁod. Omﬁm&m, d. 23 March 1896. &

Zina E&wﬂw. b. _.N bﬁm wmw wﬁ Ow&mﬁoP Ombm&w Z H..mmrm N
Andrus. -

Maud, uu 17 mmﬁ Emw mﬁ mﬁcﬁP dﬁw m, Oﬁwﬁmm Z QuooE.
Nellie, b 17 Ap

@o mﬁ mﬁcgm S&g m. ?.Bmm Owioa Ewsﬂwg.

Children of S. F. Allen

Mrs. Maud Groom, Mrs, Nellie Maughan, Mrs. Calista
Clawson, Mrs. Eva Petersen, Mrs. Zina Andrus, Alma,
Spencer.

12
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